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over the world. Following the establishment of the World Zionist Organization at the end of
the 19th century, in order to ensure that every Jewish organization and individual throughout
the world had the chance to participate, the Organizagion decided to adopt the proportional
electoral system, so that all the Jewish groups and organizations scattering in the whole
world had the right, in accordance to their size, to elect and send their deputies to the
supreme representative institution— the Congress of the World Zionist Organization. The
adoption of the proportional electoral system fully aroused the Jewish people & consciousness
to participate in political affairs, and parties and groups representing different interest
groups were formed one after another. In early this century, the Jewish set out to establish a
political representative institution in Palestine, and decided to continue to apply the propor—
tional electoral system for uniting all the forces of the parties. When the Nation of Israel was
born, it inherited the system, since on the one hand, the co-existence of various parties had
consolidated the position of the proportional election, and on the other hand, the system it—

self had stiiken roots among the people and was universally accepted by the Jewish masses.

(Lei Yu)

BUBBLE POLITICS;
REFLECTIONS ON MULTIPARTY DEMOCRACY
IN EARLY POST- WAR AFRICAN COUNTRIES

Following the end of the Second W orld W ar, most of the African countries won their in—
dependence by means of parliamentary and mass struggle, or with the concession made by
the reluctant metropolitan countries. The general characteristics of these countries were that
the colonial form of government was largely taken over in peace as an heritage by the active
political forces within each country, in other words, the administrative institutions of the
colonial government were totally handed down intact, with the legislative, judicial and other
modern institutions indiscriminately immitating the West, and a British-type of multiparty
parliamentary cabinet system or a French—type of multiparty presidential system was hastily
set up. However, the golden era for multiparty democracy soon came to an end in Africa after
the mid-1960s. There are many reasons forits failure. Among others, one important reason
was the weakness of the African civil society so that the African national bourgeoisie did not
have the capacity both in terms of quantity and quality to shoulder the heavy responsibility of
implementing the representative system of democracy. (Chen Mingming)



